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Euronews — Gorbachev’s Global Water Protocol

A protocol for universal water rights and water-centred conflict prevention — This is the aim of an
international “Peace with Water” meeting that has been held in Brussels. It was organised by the
World Political Forum, whose president is former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. He called for
large-scale water projects to be made “an engine for restarting the world economy on a new basis.”

Elected representatives, administrators, government and intergovernmental organisations, public
unions, agricultural and industrial groups attended. Danielle Mitterrand’s foundation France
Libertés promotes social governance of water resources. She spoke out against treating water as
merchandise and said the current system should give way to ordinary people and democratically
legitimate responsible politicians.

The Peace with Water conference further stressed that these questions should be made a formal
part of UN-level negotiations. The message was that access to water deserves just as much
attention as any climate change or energy agenda.

http:/ /euronews.net/en/article/13/02 /2009 / gorbache-global-water-protocol /

IPS — Development: Now for a Water Bankruptcy
By David Cronin

BRUSSELS, Feb 13 (IPS) - Rarely a week goes by without a problem of water scarcity hitting the
headlines. The acute droughts in Kenya, Argentina and the U.S. state of California are among
the latest phenomena to illustrate that the global environment has been dangerously degraded.
And participants in the recent World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, heard that the
planet could be destined towards "water bankruptcy".

It might surprise many to learn, then, that water issues are not directly included in the Kyoto
protocol, the main international agreement on tackling climate change. Ensuring that this omission
is not replicated in a follow-up accord scheduled to be finalised at talks in Copenhagen, Denmark,
near the end of 2009, was one of the main topics addressed at a conference in Brussels Feb. 12 and
13.

According to Maude Barlow, an adviser on water to the United Nations general assembly, the
underlying assumptions made by many decision-makers have been misguided. Whereas they have
tended to view water shortage as a consequence of climate change, the unsustainable exploitation
of water is in fact "one of the major causes of climate change."

Pollution, the overstretching of rivers, and the mining of groundwater supplies are all contributing
to this ecological and social calamity. So, too, is the way of life to which people in the wealthier
parts of the world have become accustomed.

Millions of roses sold in Europe to celebrate Valentine's Day this year have originated in Africa's
Rift Valley. The habitat of the hippopotamus, an endangered species, its water supplies have been
heavily drained by agri- business companies involved in the flower trade.

While private entrepreneurs have profited handsomely from this situation, Africa contains some of
the worst incidences of water-related diseases on earth. More children die from such diseases than
the next three causes of death combined. Data by the World Health Organisation suggests that 80
percent of infectious diseases in the world could be caused by dirty water.

Mikhail Gorbachev, the former Soviet president, said that the conventional model of economic
development being followed in much of the world is in crisis. "The unsustainability of this model
is reflected by the water problem," he added. "A recent report by the UN Development Programme
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said that at least 700 million people - until recently it was 1 billion - face a shortage of water. At the
same time, demand for water is growing all the time."

During 2008 the UN's Human Rights Council decided to carry out a three- year investigation into
how access to water relates to basic rights.

About 1 billion people worldwide do not have access to an adequate supply of drinking water, and
2.5 billion are not guaranteed the amount of water they need for sanitation. Despite the underlying
issues of justice, water has been increasingly viewed by policymakers as an economic good, rather
than as a universal right over the past few decades.

The bottled water industry, for example, registered global sales of 200 billion litres in plastic
containers last year. Almost 90 percent of these bottles were dumped, rather than recycled.

"We need to re-commit to public water," said Barlow. "We must make it uncool to go around with
a bottle of commercial water on our hips."

Next month, the key players in the private water industry will gather in Istanbul. Danielle
Mitterrand, widow of the late French president Frangois Mitterrand and a human rights
campaigner in her own right, said that the 100 euro (129 dollars) per day admission fee for the
event illustrated its elitist nature. "Managing water is not an industrial challenge," she said. "It is a
democratic challenge."

Luigi Infanti, a Catholic bishop in Chile, noted that a constitution introduced in his country in 1980
by the military dictator Augusto Pinochet promoted the privatisation of water. "Eighty percent of
water was handed over to private hands," he said. "It was handed over for free and forever. In
Chile, we have been fighting for years for human rights. We should fight with the same intensity
for human rights relating to the environment."

The European Union has been eager to promote privatisation in poor countries by negotiating free
trade agreements with them. One such accord signed between the EU and the Caribbean region
earlier this year, for example, is designed to give western firms the possibility of having a greater
role in the provision of basic services. Oxfam is among the anti-poverty organisations to have
expressed concern about how water could fall into private hands as a result.

But Karl Falkenberg, director-general for environment in the European Commission and a former
top-level EU trade negotiator, said: "We all agree that access to high quality water at a price
affordable to all is important." A policy paper that his institution hopes to publish in late March
will "begin to focus on the concrete actions necessary" to address global water issues, he added.

Tony Allan, a scientist working in King's College in London, said that the world has enough water
to meet the needs of its current population of 6 billion and the 9 billion to which it has been
projected to rise by the middle of this century. The problem, however, is that access to safe water is
frequently tied to income.

"Only poor people are short of water," he said. "Rich people can always access water for domestic
uses, for their jobs and for their food." (END/2009)

http:/ /www.ipsnews.net/ news.asp?idnews=45769




IPS - Q&A: Water Pushed to the Limit
Daniela Estrada interviews MANUEL BAQUEDANO*

Manuel Baquedano
Credit: Daniela Estrada/IPS

SANTIAGO, Jan 30 (Tierramérica) - When it comes to water, "humanity does not have the full
awareness of the danger it is facing and will only act under extreme circumstances. The bad
news is that those extremes are drawing near," Manuel Baquedano, president of the Chilean
non-governmental Institute of Political Ecology, told Tierramérica.

Baquedano will head one of the panels at the "Peace with Water" conference, to take place Feb. 12-
13 at the headquarters of the European Parliament in Brussels, organised by the World Policy
Form, presided by former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev (1985-1991).

At the conference, delegates will discuss the draft of the World Water Protocol, which they want
included in the international negotiations of the treaty that is to replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on
climate change in 2013.

Tierramérica spoke with the Chilean environmentalist, 59, who is also a sociologist (graduate of
the Belgian Catholic University of Leuven) and author of the book "Tu huella ecolégica" ("Your
Ecological Footprint", 2008).

TIERRAMERICA: How did the proposal for the World Water Protocol come about?

MANUEL BAQUEDANQO: It has had a long maturation period, given that it has included all the
demands in relation to water coming from global forums and from the World Water Assembly (for
Citizens and Elected People, of the Euro-Parliament).

That translated into a diagnostic of the global water situation and the need to regulate this scarce
resource, which should belong to all humanity, but which in some countries, like Chile, has been
privatised.

Humanity can live without petroleum, but not without water. The whole world talks about the
climate crisis and the energy problems. The second vital component of this trilogy is going to be
water.

TIERRAMERICA: Can you give us a preview of the draft of the Protocol that will be debated in
Brussels?

MB: The objective of this Protocol is to create a pre-negotiation amongst states. It is a long process.
I personally, not in the name of the organisations, calculate that it will take 12 to 15 years for all
states to accept it. As such, the objective is that it be written into the negotiation agenda in the
2010-2012 period, with sights on a 2013 post-Kyoto agreement. We are seeking a public, inter-
governmental pact on water.

TIERRAMERICA: In your opinion, what will be the most critical elements of the Protocol?

MB: First, to declare water as a universal public good. Second, to create a global regulatory
authority. That the states assume control over water.

TIERRAMERICA: How will corporate interests be restricted?

MB: We are proposing a global water authority, which would be coordinated with the United
Nations and which should oversee the normative and judicial aspects, in terms of conflict
resolution and sanctions. We want to subordinate private interests to public interests in the use of
water.



In that framework, we don't have a problem with granting concessions (to private entities) for its
use and treatment, but we don't approve of granting sovereignty or property over water, because
it should be a public good in the service of humanity. We are seeking to impose limits on the use of
water as a commodity.

TIERRAMERICA: What kind of reception are you expecting at the December conference in
Copenhagen, where negotiations on the post-Kyoto treaty will continue?

MB: I've already had a meeting with Ricardo Lagos (former president of Chile, 2000-2006, and one
of the three special envoys for climate change named by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon).

I informed him about this initiative and he was willing to accept the conclusions and to arrange an
interview with Gorbachev to see how we can introduce the issues concerning water in the post-
Kyoto agreement. The links have already been established.

TIERRAMERICA: What differences are there between this Water Protocol and previous
initiatives?

MB: One of the most important things is that the document is going to facilitate a pre-negotiation
amongst countries. In this first conference (in Brussels) we are bringing together an enormous
number of people, very well respected in all fields: political, scientific and social.

This document, with that legitimatisation, is going to serve as the basis for a second round of
negotiations amongst states. And when we reach critical mass we are going to take the
negotiations to the UN.

Now, why special status for water? Because it is a vital element and if its usage isn't regulated it
will be the source of large conflicts. If today there are wars over petroleum, in the future they will
be over water.

If we have a culture of peace and we want to get ahead of the major conflicts that humanity will
face, we have to let the process of regulating water use continue to advance.

TIERRAMERICA: Latin America is a strategic region when it comes to freshwater reserves.
How would you rate the protection of this resource?

MB: Yes, it is a strategic region because it has aquifers, very big rivers, like the Parand and the
Amazon, and glaciers. It is a region abundant in water, which is under threat.

I see governments concerned with handing over water access to the population. What I don't see is
a more equitable distribution of water use and protection, direct or indirect. For example, melting
glaciers is a global phenomenon, but in Chile and the Andean countries they are not yet
confronting the gravity of the situation.

I don't see policies for conservation, for prevention, for storing water in the sense of creating new
infrastructure that allows better use practices. If we continue this way, millions of human beings
will be left without this life-sustaining resource.

(*This story was originally published by Latin American newspapers that are part of the
Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing
of the United Nations Development Programme, United Nations Environment Programme and the
World Bank.)

(END/2009)

http:/ /www.ipsnews.net/ news.asp?idnews=45613




Esquerda — Agua a ferver na agenda mundial

Realizou-se em Bruxelas, a 12 e 13 de Fevereiro, uma conferéncia intitulada "Peace with Water".
Foi co- organizada pelo World Political Forum, a rede criada por Mikhail Gorbachev de que Mario
Soares ¢ também um dos fundadores. Mas a inspiragdo veio sobretudo do outro co-organizador, o
Instituto Europeu de Pesquisa sobre a Politica da Agua (IERPE) da Bélgica, pre81d1do por Riccardo
Petrella, talvez o mais respeitado activista internacional sobre a questdo da dgua e um dos
investigadores que mais tem contribuido para a elaboracdo de uma politica alternativa para o
sector.

O lema deste encontro - "Fazer a paz com a dgua" -, deve ser entendido no duplo sentido de acabar
com todo o tipo de agressGes ambientais contra este recurso fundamental, e também de prevenir e
evitar os conflitos originados pela disputa de propriedade e de acesso a dgua.

O principal objectivo do encontro era a elaboragdio de um Memorando para um Protocolo
Mundial da Agua, baseado na prevencéo de conflitos, a promogao do direito a 4gua para todos e a
salvaguarda deste patriménio comum mundial através de uma gestdo responsdvel da dgua como
um bem comum, entendendo-se comum para além dos limites estreitos de um antropocentrismo
egoista e geracional, mas antes como sendo comum as vdrias espécies vivas e as futuras geragdes
de todas elas.

Os organizadores consideraram que a crise generalizada ligada a este recurso exige um verdadeiro
"plano Marshal" mundial para a d4gua, acompanhado de uma profunda mudanga estrutural no
sistema econdmico e nos estilos de vida, criando um novo paradigma na politica mundial da dgua,
dando prioridade a cooperacdo e a solidariedade em vez da competitividade, apoiando o
estebelecimento de parcerias ptblico-ptiblicas em vez das parcerias publico-privadas, financiando
0s bens comuns e os servigos ptblicos através de um sistema fiscal eficiente e justo.

Pretende-se de imediato conseguir incluir a questdo da 4gua na agenda da conferéncia das Nagdes
Unidas sobre mudangas climdticas, a realizar em Copenhaga de 7 a 18 de Dezembro deste ano,
onde se espera que seja aprovado um protocolo pés-Kyoto. O objectivo é assim contribuir para
ultrapassar visdes demasiado simplistas, centradas apenas nas questdes da energia e das emissoes
de CO2. A conferéncia de Bruxelas considerou que, se a questdo da dgua ndo for considerada pelos
negociadores do novo protocolo, ndo haverd um acordo intergovernamental especifico para lidar
com o problema, e a d4gua serd entdo considerada apenas nos aspectos relacionados com a energia.

Ficaria assim o campo aberto para o campo para uma regulacdo mundial do problema da dgua a
outro nivel, mais sujeito a influéncia dos grandes interesses industriais do sector. O que j4 se
prepara, como adiante veremos.

Refira-se a este propésito que 2009 é um ano de grande importancia na abordagem mundial do
problema da dgua, e que o tema tem sido objecto de inimeros semindrios e declaragdes.

Uma outra conferéncia com um tema algo semelhante a esta (Agua para a Paz, Paz para a Agua),
mas com uma perspectiva bem diferente, teve lugar em Paris em Novembro, organizada sob os
auspicios da Fundagao Chirac, da Unesco e da Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD), com
vista a ajudar a preparacdo do préximo Férum Mundial da Agua.

Este férum, o quinto World Water Forum (Férum Mundial da Agua), _que terd lugar em Istambul
de 16 a 22 de Margo de 2009, é organizado pelo Conselho Mundial da Agua, que repete a iniciativa
de trés em trés anos. O encontro, considerado por alguns o maior evento internacional sobre o
problema da dgua, tem como intengdo promover a participagdo e o didlogo entre as entidades
publicas e as entidades privadas, com vista a influenciar as decisdes ao nivel das politicas globais
para o sector. Segundo os organizadores, esta edi¢do serd mais do que nunca focada nas questdes
prioritdrias da interaccdo entre estas diferentes "partes interessadas"”, e pretendem aprovar um
"Consenso de Istambul para a Agua", a assinar pelas autoridades locais e regionais, em cujo
projecto de texto se reivindica que estas devem ter a autoridade legal, os recursos financeiros e a



capacidade institucional para gerir localmente a dgua e o saneamento, no respeito pelo principio
da subsidiariedade. Em consulta com todas as partes interessadas (autoridades nacionais e locais,
empresas do sector, utentes e investigadores), devem promover uma visdo partilhada, definir um
plano para o sector da dgua e escolher entre os varios modelos possiveis de gestdo.

O tema desta edicdo do Férum Mundial da Agua é "Bridging Divides for Water" (Unindo as
Divisdes da Agua) Estas divisdes sdo bem patentes e justificam plenamente a preocupagdo dos
organizadores. Por exemplo, no Férum Social Mundial (FSM) realizado h4 dias na Amazoénia, a
Assembleia da Agua aprovou uma declaragio em que se convoca uma mobilizagdo global de 14 a
22 de Margo em Istambul e em todos os territérios para manifestar uma firme oposi¢do ao Férum
Mundial da Agua, onde consideram que as grandes empresas transnacionais propordo novas
formas de mercantilizacdo da dgua. No FSM continua a exigir-se a exclusdo da dgua das
negociagdes da Organizacdo Mundial do Comércio e dos demais acordos internacionais de
comércio livre e sobre investimentos transfronteiras, tanto bilaterais como multilaterais. E afirma-
se que a gestdo da dgua deve permanecer no dmbito publico e comunitdrio, ser objecto de
participagdo dos interessados numa perspectiva de equidade e controlo social, sempre sem fins
lucrativos.

Também em Belém do Pard, no final de Janeiro, o Férum Parlamentar Mundial aprovou uma
declaragdo em que se afirma que "A dgua é um direito humano e um bem publico essencial a vida
e ndo pode ser tratada como uma mercadoria sujeita as regras do mercado, nem pode ser entregue
a ganancia de operadores privados que visam o lucro. E responsabilidade dos Estados garantir a
toda populagdo o abastecimento de dgua de qualidade a um preco justo."

Cerca de uma semana antes do férum de Istambul, e no ambito do processo regional europeu de
preparagdo, vai reunir também em Bruxelas a Conference on Climate Change Adaptation and
Water. Esta conferéncia servird para mostrar as vdrias iniciativas europeias e as melhores praticas
sobre a questdo "a dgua e a adaptagdo as mudangas climdticas", tanto de ambito nacional como
resultantes de cooperacdo internacional, com vista a preparagdo de um livro branco sobre a
matéria. Os resultados da conferéncia serdo apresentados em Istambul.

Ainda nio estamos a ver o filme

Sobre estes temas quentes da gestdo privada ou publica do sector da dgua, hd uma iniciativa a
merecer a nossa atencdo: o projecto de um filme intitulado "Water makes money", de Leslie Frank
e Herdolor Lorenz, autores também de "Agua: servico publico a venda". Os dois principais visados
por este novo filme sdo as multinacionais Veolia e Suez, fornecedores de dgua a 80% dos franceses
e que tém conquistado cada vez mais concessdes pelo mundo fora, embora em Franca o processo
tenha iniciado a reverter-se, com destaque para Paris, onde a concessdo aos privados vai acabar
este ano. Os autores do filme estdo agora a apelar ao financiamento por subscri¢gdo ptiblica para
levar avante o projecto. Os doadores podem manter o anonimato ou podem mesmo ter o seu nome
no genérico do filme. A partir de 20 euros, receberdo um DVD logo que o filme esteja pronto, antes
mesmo de ser exibido. E um acto de democracia participativa no financiamento da cultura
independente que pode ser feito a partir do site: www.watermakesmoney.org

Renato Soeiro

http:/ /www.esquerda.net/index.php?option=com content&task=view&id=10826&I[temid=130

San Remo News — Monaco: intervento a Bruxelles del Principe
Alberto 11

I1 Principe Sovrano si e recato al Parlamento Europeo per partecipare alla conferenza «Peace with
Water», che ha come obiettivo la firma di un memorandum che fissi gl i intenti comuni e gli
strumenti finanziari a corollario di un protocollo mondiale sull'acqua, la sua salvaguardia ed
utilizzo al fine di assicuarare una distribuzione equa, giusta e responsabile nell'interesse delle



diverse specie viventi e delle generazioni future.

Quanto poi al riscaldamento climatico, un tema di cui il Principato € bandiera, 1'acqua assume
troppo spesso un ruolo marginale rispetto alle discussioni sulle energie o le emissioni;un'occasione
anche per preparare il terreno in vista della Conferenza di Copenhagen 2009 che segnera la
strategia del dopo Kyoto.

Numerose le personalita presenti al vertice di Bruxelles: Mikhail Gorbachev, Mario Soares, Hans-
Gert Poterring, Karl Falkenberg, Guido Sacconi e Luc van den Brande, hanno discusso sulle varie
problematiche legate all'acqua. Albert II ha sottolineato che le problematiche maggiori riguardano
le organizzazioni delle societa umane, siano esse economiche, geopolitiche o umanitarie, i
problemi legati all'acqua difficilemtne troveranno una soluzione definitiva ma accordi bilaterali,
porranno comungque delle solide basi.

Il Sovrano ha inoltre ribadito il drammatico problema dei 30 milioni di persone che non hanno
accesso all'acqua potabile nel solo bacino del Mediterraneo.

Sara Contestabile

http:/ /www.sanremonews.it/it/internal.php?news code=81333

EU Observer.com — This WEEK in the European Union

Former Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev will participate at a conference on "peace with
water" in the European Parliament on Thursday. In a separate meeting, the legislature's foreign
affairs committee will hold a hearing on the prospects for EU-Russia relations.

http:/ /euobserver.com/9/27562

Express.be — On parle d’eau a Bruxelles
samedi 14 févr. 2009

Des la premiere session de la conférence «Peace with Water» au Parlement Européen a Bruxelles,
des personnalités internationales se sont succédé pour évoquer les problématiques liées a I'eau.
Mikhail Gorbachev, Mario Soares, Hans-Gert Péterring, Karl Falkenberg, Guido Sacconi et Luc van
den Brande ont tous apporté leurs contributions a ce sujet vital pour la paix et la survie de la
planete. Le Prince Albert de Monaco, également présent, a pris la parole en soulignant que : "Les
problemes liés a l'eau irriguent toutes les organisations des sociétés humaines dans tous leurs
aspects qu'ils soient économiques, humanitaires, géopolitiques ou sociaux." Il a ajouté : "Nous ne
résoudrons pas les conflits liés a 'eau par des accords bilatéraux. Nous avancerons en faisant de
I'eau un outil au service de la concorde, un instrument du développement des populations".Apres
avoir pris comme exemple le bassin méditerranéen ou 30 millions de personnes n'ont pas acces a
une eau salubre, il a souligné que "face a de telles inégalités, comment espérons-nous faire la paix
autour de l'eau si nous ne faisons pas la paix avec l'eau. Comment une paix pourrait-elle étre
durable si elle devait prospérer sur la misere et I'injustice ?" et de rappeler que "si I'eau est souvent
un probleme dramatique, elle est aussi toujours la solution."Cette conférence a pour objectif
d'aboutir a un mémorandum fixant des objectifs communs et des moyens financiers dans le cadre
d'un protocole mondial sur I'eau. C'est aussi l'occasion de préparer la conférence de Copenhague,
en décembre 2009, qui décidera de l'aprés-Kyoto en apportant des éléments de réflexion sur ce
sujet stratégique qu'est devenue l'eau !



Euractiv — Gorbachev launches 'Peace with Water' initiative

Published: Friday 13 February 2009

The former Soviet leader launched a high-profile water initiative in the European Parliament
yesterday (12 February), calling for water issues to be included in UN negotiations over a
successor to the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, due to be agreed in Copenhagen in December.

BACKGROUND:

With water supplies under growing strain due to intensive use and climate change, the EU has
introduced pricing policies to persuade users — farmers, industries and households - to save the
precious resource. Meanwhile, pressure is growing to recognise access to safe drinking water and
sanitation as a basic human right.

A Peace with Water international conference organised by the World Political Forum (WPF ) took
place in the European Parliament on 12-13 February. Itaimed to contribute to ongoing
international negotiations on a post-Kyoto agreement on climate change for 2013 by proposing
a Memorandum for a World Water Protocol.

Launching a Memorandum for a World Water Protocol in the European Parliament in Brussels,
Mikhail Gorbachev said the inclusion of water in global climate talks should be a high priority.

"Water is without no doubt a political problem, and a crisis of development that is unsustainable.
It is part of a global political crisis," Gorbachev said. Meanwhile, the current global economic
crisis may even act as a catalyst for a new order to help overcome "our old unsustainable model of
development," he said.

Gorbachev called for clear political leadership on water, demanding that all nations help the
United Nations to "enshrine the right to water as the most important human right".

As international organisations are "not really dealing with global governance," the issue should be
addressed by the upcoming G20 meeting in April, he argued. "The world needs a new model of
development and a new political structure," he concluded.

The memorandum, published yesterday, argues that the global water crisis is such that profound
structural changes to the economic system and lifestyles are needed.

It calls for a global political paradigm shift regarding water, and the establishment of a world
water plan featuring:

* The universal right to water and sanitation, and;
* acknowledging the universal individual and collective responsibility regarding
safeguarding water for future generations.
"We cannot save the water without political institutional engineering and promoting the global
shared responsibility towards our common source of life," reads the memorandum, pledging for
the water protocol to be integrated into the UN's post-Kyoto agenda and future agreement.

The final aim of the protocol is to pave the way towards a new world political architecture
capable of responding to the global challenges of the 21st century.

POSITIONS:

Alexander Likhotal, CEO of Green Cross International, an organisation working on the
prevention and resolution of water conflicts, was sceptical about the chances of the Copenhagen
negotiations being able to take the issue on board, given that the agenda is already so tight that
addressing another issue might "sink the whole boat". For concrete progress to be made quickly,
water issues should be dealt with in forums like the upcoming G20 meeting in April, Likhotal
added.
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Maude Barlow, special advisor on water issues to the president of the UN general assembly, said
that while water is "half of the climate change equation,” the chances of getting water added to the
Copenhagen agenda are "slim". "Copenhagen is already so contentious. There are so many issues,
and we are late in trying to get it in there. However, I think we should try. And even if we don't
succeed in getting it officially recognised in Copenhagen, it can be there as part of the round of
post-Copenhagen talks".

Karl Falkenberg, director general of the European Commission's environment directorate, noted
that water is a "key issue" in the Commission's green paper on adaptation to climate change.

The EU executive is currently preparing a White Paper for publication next month to "boost the
EU's internal debate and propose concrete actions to deliver water security". "Water management
will be a key issue" in the paper, which is about adapting to climate change, he said.

Citing UN secretary General Ban Ki-moon, Falkenberg said "there is still enough water for all, but
we need to keep it clean, use it wisely and share it widely". He added that while €1bn of EU
money goes to water assistance in developing countries each year, the true needs of these countries
amount to something like €200 billion. "While governments have the responsibility to guarantee
access to water to all, private funds need to be mobilised to this effect as well," he added.

Guido Sacconi, a former president of the European Parliament's temporary committee on climate
change, acknowledged that the Copenhagen discussions would only include energy and forests,
while water had so far been treated as an environmental problem and issue for the EU to address
instead. In fact, it isa "cross-cutting” matter, he said. He also argued that "developing and
developed countries need to give poor countries the minimum financial and technological means
to start clean development".

Tony Allan, a professor atKing's College London, argued that there is enough water for
everybody, but that "poverty is the reason why people lack water, and addressing poverty is about
addressing access to water".

Sekou Diarra, president of the Malian Coalition for the Defence of Water, representing
the African Water Network, said "there is lots of water in sub-Saharan Africa, but no access to it
for political reasons," deploring the "enforced impoverishment of Africa, despite all the resources
the continent has".

NEXT STEPS:

16-22 March 2009: 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul.

By end of March 2009: Commission to publish a White Paper on adaptation to climate change.
2-3 April 2009: 2nd European Water Conference focusing on river basin management planning.
Jan. 2010: EU member states to introduce water pricing policies.

http:/ / www.euractiv.com/en/sustainability / gorbachev-launches-peace-water-initiative / article-
179429

New Europe — One step closer to Peace; with Water

Author: Magdalena Zackova
16 February 2009 - Issue : 821

Water was at the highest levels of the political agenda last week, the culmination being the Peace
with Water conference held in the European Parliament, bringing together politicians, academics,
humanitarian and philanthropic organisations, church, citizens and notable personalities. “The
problem of water brought us together. It is a political problem. It is a problem of current model of
development that is unsustainable. It brings together social, economic and political problems,”
reminded Mikhail Gorbachev, president of The World Political Forum and of Green Cross
International, Russia.

The debate concentrated on the current world water crisis and related problems, in particular the
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emerging problem of water-based conflicts. Organised by the World Political Forum and based on
a proposal by the European Research Institute on Water Policy (IERPE) (Belgium), the event was
supported with the participation of the main Political Groups of the European Parliament, federal
and regional authorities of Belgium. “It is our obligation to promote a safe and fair water resources
distribution,” emphasised President of the European Parliament Hans-Gert Pottering.

The initiative came from a Committee composed of the names such as Mikhail Gorbachev
(president of The World Political Forum and of Green Cross International, Russial), Mario Soares
(former president of the Republic of Portugal and President of the International Committee for a
World Water Contract, Portugal), Guy Laliberté (founder of the "‘One DropFoundation,
Canada),Marina Silva (Senator, former Minister for Environment of the Government of Brazil) or
prince Albert II of Monaco, the high-level conference has received a remarkable attention. The
main objective set by the conference was to debate and elaborate aMemorandum for aWorld Water
Protocol (M-WWP) submitting three propositions in the inevitable on-coming fight against the
water crisis and its consequences. The world wide water crisis is serious. Having a quantitative as
well as qualitative dimension, we can speak about the problems of water scarcity recently affecting
formerly water-rich regions and about the problems of deterioration of water resources as a quasi
universal phenomenon. The new World Economic Forum Water Initiative Report warns that
world is heading towards water ‘bankruptcy ".

The memorandum assumes that the worldwide crisis we are facing requires profound structural
changes in the economic system and lifestyles: “Water is a public resource and it should be
claimed one of the most important human rights, “ claimed Mikhail Gorbachev. “Water is a single
meeting place of the constituent elements of life. Water cannot be seen as merchandise. Water is
not a part of the food supply - it cannot be manufactured - it is a symbol of inequality between
people,” urged Danielle Mitterrand, President of the France-Libertés Foundation. Maud Barlow,
Special Adviser on water issues to the President of the United Nations General Assembly speaking
about the promotion and conservation of all the ecosystems, has put a “high priority on the rights
and needs of the natural world,” which must be seen as a fundamental principle for the policies to
be based on.

Prince Albert II of Monaco has stressed a need for a multidimensional approach to the problem:
“We cannot just adopt a political attitude. We need scientific information, philanthropic and
charity organization knowledge, human organizations, local agents and so.” A new World Political
Paradigm based on the above-mentioned principles and its practical outcome — World Water Plan
needs to be integrated into the United Nations Agenda for the Copengahen meeting on climatic
change (,post-Kyoto”) to be held in December of this year. ,Water is the social issue of the
21.century and we can act only if the new political paradigm in the best sense of the word emerges,
“ as pointed out by Riccardo Petrella, President of the European Research Institute on Water
Policy.

Water being ommited would signify in the first place its practical exclusion until the revision of
post-Kyoto not expected before 2018. Secondly, as the Memorandum urges, we must not ‘miss the
boat” with the year 2009 destined to be crucial in setting a political and economic agenda for the
next decades. The connection between Water and Peace seems to be pretty clear. Water’s impact
on Peace is becoming more direct, linking the two issues inseparably. The demand for water is
growing while water supplies are sharply decreasing in quality and quantity and it will grow even
further. Water becomes a reason for international conflicts. “Water is not just an environmental
problem. Water related issues creates directly and indirectly a political instability all around the
world, notably in Africa or in European neighborhood countries, “resumed Gans-Gert Pottering.

An adequate reflection of principles and proposals made by Peace with Water international
conference leading to the new attitude to water problems could help to restart the world economy
on the new basis. This way, it could fulfill the two different meanings of the conference’s title
Peace with Water - to stop all aggressions and predations targeted against water resources and to
prevent and avoid conflicts surrounding propriety and access to water. Finally, as Barlow
concluded, “water can teach us how to live in peace with one another.” Gorbachev concluded his
speech giving Europe credit for assuming a leadership role in the field of environmental problems.
At the beginning of April a Second European Water Conference will be held in Brussels.
Considered a milestone in the European debate on the preparation of the River Basin Management
Plans, it will in a final stage deal with measures to ensure all the EU waters reaching a high-quality
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status by 2015.

The EU Water Initiative launched at the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg (WSSD) is another ‘European ~ water project designed to contribute to the
achievement of the Millenium Development Goals and WSSD targets for drinking water and
sanitation, within the context of an integrated approach to water resources management. “Water is
the ‘blue gold’ for the centuries to come,” stressed Karl Falkenberg, the Commission’s Director-
General for Environment.

http:/ /www.neurope.eu/articles /92629.php

La Tribune.fr - Aujourd’hui, c'est I"’Amérique qui doit faire sa
perestroika

L'ex-leader de 1'Union soviétique appelle les pays capitalistes a se réformer, comme 1'URSS 1'a
fait il y a vingt ans.

La Tribune : Il y a vingt ans, en 1989, avec la chute du mur de Berlin, le monde a assisté a la fin
du communisme et vous en avez été le premier acteur. Aujourd’hui, avec la crise du systéme
financier, est-on a un tournant de 1’ére capitaliste ?

Mikhail Gorbatchev : Vous savez, jai eu affaire aux présidents américains Ronald Reagan et
George Bush. Je leur ai dit a plusieurs reprises que la perestroika était nécessaire pour nous en
URSS. Nécessaire, parce que nous avions devant nous une tache immense : il fallait changer de
systeme. Mais, leur ai-je dit, eux aussi, aux Etats-Unis, avaient besoin d’une perestroika ! C’est
évident. Lorsque vous avez ’habitude d’agir dans un contexte de confrontation, d’opposition, avec
tout ce que cela comporte, et que cette logique change, il vous faut vous aussi effectuer une
perestroika. Les Etats-Unis s’étaient militarisés et j’ai dit a ces deux présidents américains que cette
militarisation avait influencé leur esprit et leur économie.

- Vous ont-ils écoutés ?

- Les Américains se sont dit : "c’est la fin de I'Union soviétique, Gorbatchev est parti, donc nous
pouvons profiter de la situation". Mais on ne peut pas mentir avec I'’économie et la nature, c’est
impossible ! Il ne faut pas étre Prix Nobel d’économie pour comprendre qu’il n’est pas normal que
le pays qui représente 20% du PIB mondial consomme a lui seul 40% des ressources ! Je voyage
souvent aux Etats-Unis ot je participe a de nombreuses conférences. Cela faisait trois ans que je
sentais la montée d’un certain mécontentement. En fait, c’est depuis le moment oti, dans une
université, on m’a demandé : "Que conseilleriez-vous aux Etats-Unis de faire ?" J'ai répondu :
"Ayez votre propre perestroika, une perestroika américaine !" Tout a coup, la salle de 12.000
personnes m’a fait une "standing ovation". C’est vraiment a ce moment-la que j'ai senti que les
Etats-Unis étaient a 'aube du changement.

- Certains observateurs qualifient Obama de "Gorbatchev américain" parce qu’il arrive au
pouvoir a un moment charniére et que de grands changements devraient intervenir sous sa
présidence. Qu’en pensez-vous ?

- Obama doit rester Obama et rien d’autre qu’Obama I’américain. D’ailleurs, il se conduit comme
tel et il a la chance d’avoir confiance en lui et d’avoir la confiance de son peuple. Sans confiance, on
ne peut pas prendre les grandes décisions. Il ne faut pas uniquement des compétences mais aussi
du courage, de l'audace. De grandes difficultés, de grands combats I'attendent. Comme tout le
monde, je souhaite que cette nouvelle administration américaine réussisse. La mission d’Obama
est de réfléchir au nouveau role des Etats-Unis et de le fagonner.

- Votre nouveau combat, c’est ’environnement. Vous appelez a "faire la paix avec l'eau.
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Qu’entendez-vous parla ?

- La situation de I’eau dans le monde s’aggrave a une vitesse inconcevable. Il n'y a pas que les pays
en développement qui en souffrent. Ici aussi, en Europe, il y a déja de graves problemes. La
population mondiale s’accroit rapidement et il va falloir donner a manger et a boire a tout le
monde. Il y a déja des conflits dans le monde pour 'eau. A I'heure ot I'on parle de redéfinir
l’architecture de 1’économie mondiale, de redéfinir un nouvel ordre mondial, c’est I'eau qu’il faut
mettre au cceur de la réflexion ! Il faut agir tout de suite, sinon les conséquences seront
catastrophiques.

Propos recueillis par Yann-Antony Noghes, correspondant de La Tribune a Bruxelles

http:/ / www.latribune.fr / actualites / economie/ international / 20090213trib000343378 / aujourdhui-
cest-lamerique-qui-doit-faire-sa-perestroika.html

Commission Européenne — vidéos ouverture
Site de la Commission européenne avec liens video de la Session d'ouverture

http:/ /ec.europa.eu/avservices/ ebs/schedule.cfm?page=1&date=02 /12 /2009&institution=0#763
28

VolontariatOggi.info - 'Fare la pace con l'acqua’
10/2/2009 - Eventi

Roma - L’acqua sara protagonista il 12 e 13 febbraio 2009 a Bruxelles, presso la sede del Parlamento
Europeo, nella Conferenza 'Fare la pace con I'Acqua’, organizzata dal World Political Forum col
sostegno dei gruppi politici del Parlamento Europeo e su proposta dello IERPE, Istituto Europeo di
Ricerca sulla Politica dell'Acqua. 'Fare la pace con l'acqua’ & stata lanciata per iniziativa di un
Comitato composto da: Michael Gorbachev, presidente del WPF e di Green Cross International,
organizzazione attiva nella ricerca della risoluzione dei conflitti di acqua; Mario Soares, ex
presidente della Repubblica del Portogallo e presidente del Comitato Internazionale per il
Contratto Mondiale dell'Acqua; Guy Laliberté, fondatore del Cirque du Soleil e della Fondazione
canadese One Drop; Marino da Silva, senatrice, ex ministro dell'ambiente naturale del governo del
Brasile. Tra i relatori che prenderanno parte ai lavori della Conferenza, Riccardo Petrella,
presidente dello IERPE; Danielle Mitterrand (Francia), presidentessa della Fondazione Francia -
Liberta; Vandana Shiva (India), presidentessa della Fondazione di ricerca per la scienza, le
tecnologie e le risorse naturali; diversi esponenti del Parlamento Europeo e delle reti europee e
mondiali per la difesa dell’acqua. La Conferenza "Fare la Pace con 1'Acqua" riunisce: parlamentari,
rappresentanti e amministratori locali, organizzazioni internazionali intergovernative e non
governative, sindacati, imprese che si occupano di gestione dell’acqua, rappresentanti dal mondo
della ricerca e dell'educazione, associazioni e movimenti della societa civile.

I1 Cipsi partecipera ai lavori delle due giornate con il presidente Guido Barbera e il responsabile
dell’ufficio stampa Nicola Perrone. Saranno presenti diverse delegazioni e personalita italiane, tra
cui Padre Alex Zanotelli, i consiglieri comunali di vari comuni italiani, una rappresentanza del
Comitato Italiano per un Contratto Mondiale sull’Acqua (Rosario Lembo, Paolo Rizzi, Roberto
Fumagalli), rappresentanti di Aziende italiane di gestione pubblica dell'acqua.

L'obiettivo principale di 'Fare la pace con l'acqua’ ¢ arrivare all'elaborazione di un Mémorandum
per un Protocollo Mondiale sull’Acqua (M-PME), centrato sulla prevenzione dei conflitti, sulla
promozione del diritto all'acqua per tutti e sulla salvaguardia del patrimonio idrico mondiale, per
una gestione responsabile ed efficace del bene comune acqua nell'interesse di tutte le specie viventi
e delle generazioni future. Attraverso l'elaborazione di tale memorandum, la conferenza di
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Bruxelles si propone di contribuire all'attuale processo politico internazionale volto a definire ed
approvare un accordo post-Kyoto nel 2013.

La Conferenza parte dalle proposte e dalle risoluzioni adottate dalla conferenza 'From Global
Warming to Global Politics'. Quest'ultima, organizzata a Torino il 28 e 29 marzo 2008 dal World
Political Forum, aveva l'obiettivo di discutere le azioni necessarie per assicurare soluzioni politiche
efficaci, su scala continentale e mondiale, alle sfide umane, sociali, economiche e tecnologiche
sollevate dai cambiamenti climatici. Attualmente, le priorita delle agende politiche in materia di
ambiente e di acqua gravitano prevalentemente intorno alle strategie, utili ma insufficienti, di
attenuazione e di adattamento al cambiamento climatico, di cui l'asse centrale & l'energia. E
importante che la questione idrica venga messa nell'agenda dei negoziati che gli Stati porteranno
avanti tra il 2010-2012, in vista dei nuovi accordi post-Kyoto del 2013. Il memorandum per un
Protocollo Mondiale sull’Acqua sara portato a conoscenza dei responsabili delle United Nations
Framework for the Conference on Climatic Change (UNFCCC), in occasione della conferenza di
Copenhagen, prevista per dicembre 2009.

La partecipazione a 'Fare la pace con l'acqua’ & aperta a tutte le persone e organizzazioni che
condividono gli obiettivi della Conferenza. Chi desidera partecipare deve registrarsi sul sito web
della manifestazione.

Info

www.ierpe.eu
www.theworldpoliticalforum.org

http:/ /www.volontariatoggi.info/news-det.php?id=1106

H2Foz - Nelton participa do evento "Paz com Agua”

10 de Fevereiro de 2009 | Atualizado as 17:51h

A Ttaipu Binacional serd representada pelo diretor de Coordenagdo e Meio Ambiente, Nelton
Friedrich, na conferéncia internacional “Paz com Agua”, promovida pelo Férum Politico Mundial
e baseada em proposta do Instituto Europeu de Pesquisa sobre Politica da Agua, da Bélgica. A
conferéncia serd nesta quinta (12) e sexta-feira, no Parlamento Europeu, que tem sede em Bruxelas,
na Bélgica.

A conferéncia Paz com Agua segue os objetivos e o espirito da Assembléia Mundial da Agua para
Representantes Eleitos e Cidadaos, realizado pela primeira vez no Parlamento Europeu em margo
de 2007, e encontra suas raizes no conjunto de perspectivas abertas pelas proposicdes e resolugdes
adotadas pela conferéncia “Do Alerta Global para a Politica Global”, organizada pelo Férum
Politico Mundial em Turim, Itdlia, em 28 e 29 de margo de 2008.

A participagdo é aberta a qualquer pessoa ou organizacdo que compartilha os objetivos da
conferéncia, mas é limitada a 600 pessoas, com prioridade para parlamentares, administradores
publicos, governos e organizagdes internacionais e intergovernamentais, associagdes publicas e
associagOes interessadas (agricolas, industriais, comerciais), empresas de dgua, representantes das
dreas de educacdo, académica e de pesquisa, entidades e movimentos da sociedade civil.

Como explica a organizagdo da conferéncia, “Paz com Agua tem dois diferentes significados: parar
todas as agressdes e predagdes cometidas contra os recursos hidricos; prevenir e evitar conflitos
relacionados a propriedade e acesso a d4gua”. A questdo da dgua faz parte do programa mundial
de estratégias para amenizar o problema das mudangas climdticas e permitir que o mundo se
adapte ao que ja é inevitavel.

Objetivos

A conferéncia foi lancada por iniciativa de um comité composto por Mikhail Gorbachev,
presidente do Férum Politico Mundial e da Cruz Verde Internacional, duas organizacdes ativas
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que trabalham na prevengédo e resolugdo de conflitos da dgua; Mério Soares, ex-presidente de
Portugal e presidente do Comité Internacional para um Contrato Mundial da Agua Guy Laliberté,
fundador do Circo de Soleil e da Fundag¢do “Uma Gota”, do Canadd; e Marina Silva, senadora e ex-
ministra do Meio Ambiente do Brasil.

Segundo os organizadores, “os principais problemas e questdes da dgua sdo amplamente
conhecidos. Ha propostas e solu¢des elaboradas em niveis nacionais e internacionais, incluindo os
organismos das Nagdes Unidas e, recentemente, nos cendrios apresentados pelo Painel
Internacional sobre Mudanga Climadtica (IPCC). A questdo origina-se da fraqueza politica de uma
capacidade global para responder e agir em termos de objetivos prioritdrios comuns e institui(;c”)es
internacionais equipadas com adequados meios financeiros. A atual crise mundial da dgua clama
por um real Plano Marshal Mundial da Agua”.

Protocolo Mundial da Agua

O principal objetivo da conferéncia Paz com Agua é “discutir e elaborar um Memorando para um
Protocolo Mundial da Agua baseado na prevencio de conflitos, na promogdo do direito a dgua
para todos e na salvaguarda do patriménio hidrico para uma admlmstragao da dgua responsavel e
efetiva como um bem comum, também no interesse de todas as espec1es vivas e das futuras
geragdes”. O memorando para a criagido do Protocolo Mundial da Agua sera colocado na pauta da
Conferéncia de Copenhague em dezembro de 2009, com vistas aos novos acordos p6s-Kioto.

O projeto de uma proposta para um Protocolo Mundial da Agua abrange quatro temas:

- Agua, um direito humano. — Como promover e assegurar acesso a dgua e ao saneamento a todos
os habitantes da Terra?

- Agua, um bem comum. — Como implementar uma politica de gestdo integrada da 4gua como um
bem comum, sob a responsabilidade e controle das autoridades ptiblicas e com a participagdo dos
cidadaos?

- Agua, um recurso global em perigo. — Como promover uma nova cultura da dgua (recuperagio e
uso) no ambito tanto local como global, no contexto do desenvolvimento sustentdvel e mudanca
climéatica?

- Agua, um recurso de paz. — Qual nova arquitetura politica global implementar, comecando pela
cooperagdo institucional em escala de bacias transfronteiricas para prevenir e/ou resolver conflitos
sobre dgua para construir uma co-habitagdo responsével, cuidadosa e pacifica?

Participantes ilustres

Entre os participantes da conferéncia Paz com Agua destacam-se:

Mikhail Gorbachev, presidente do Férum Politico Mundial e da Cruz Verde Internacional;
Hans-Gert Poéttering, presidente do Parlamento Europeu;

Benoit Lutgen, ministro da Agricultura, Meio Ambiente e Turismo da Bélgica;

Karl Falkenberg, diretor-geral de Meio Ambiente da Comissdo Européia;

Guido Sacconi, presidente do Comité Provisério do Parlamento Europeu para a Mudanga
Climaética;

Luc Van den Brande, presidente do Comité de Regides da Unido Européia;

Principe Albert II de Ménaco, presidente da Fundagdo Monaco, de Monaco;

Danielle Mitterrand, presidente da Fundagéo “France-Libertés”;

Eduardo Mestre, diretor da Tribuna da Agua.

Participagdo do diretor da Itaipu

Representando a Italpu Binacional, Nelton Friedrich atuara no painel “Agua, um recurso de paz”,
no dia 13, com exposigdo do Programa Cultivando Agua Boa, enfatizando a gestdo integrada de
bacias hidrogréficas fronteirigas e transfronteiri¢as em discussdo e implementa¢do no 4mbito da
Bacia do Prata.

O painel terd a coordenacdo de Ashok Khosla, co-presidente do Clube de Roma e presidente da
Unido Internacional pela Conservagdo da Natureza, e, além de Nelton, haverd interveng¢des do
Federico Mayor, da Espanha, ex-diretor-geral da Unesco; Anders Berntell, diretor executivo do
Instituto Internacional da Agua de Estocolmo, Suécia; Abdou Guero, diretor técnico da Autoridade
da Bacia do Niger, de Niger, Africa; Evelyne Huytebroek, ministra do Meio Ambiente da Regido
da Capital Bruxelas, Bélgica; Ted Moses, presidente da “Cree Energy”, do Canad4; David Boys, da
Franga; Francesca Bernardini, secretdria da Comissdao Economica para a Convencdo da Europa
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sobre Protecdo e Uso de Cursos d’Agua Transfronteiricos e Lagos Internacionais.
(Divisdo de Imprensa - Itaipu Binacional)

http:/ /h2foz.com.br / modules/noticias/article.php?storyid=10953

Deutsche Welle — Ein Menschenrecht auf sauberes Trinkwasser
Umweltschutz | 12.02.2009

Risse in ausgetrocknetem Boden (Foto: picture-alliance)

Groflansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift: Eine Binsenweisheit: ohne Wasser kein Leben.
Doch wer handelt?

Wasserversorgung ist nicht nur eine Umweltfrage. Der Zugang zu sauberem Trinkwasser ist
Grund fiir immer mehr Konflikte, so der Tenor einer Konferenz im Europaparlament.

Der Titel der Konferenz in Briissel war offenbar bewusst doppeldeutig gewidhlt: "Peace with
Water" - zu deutsch: "Frieden mit Wasser". Der Mensch muss Frieden mit dem Wasser schlieen,
das heifit, er muss es schiitzen. Wasser entscheidet aber auch zunehmend tiber Krieg und Frieden.
Immer mehr Konflikte auf der Welt werden ums Wasser ausgetragen. Hans-Gert Pottering, der
Prasident des Europaparlaments, warnte, das gelte auch fiir die unmittelbare Nachbarschaft der
Européer. In Nordafrika sei die politische Stabilitdt nicht zuletzt durch Wiistenbildung bedroht.

Ohne Umweltschutz keinen Frieden?

Meerwasserentsalzungsanlage in Saudiarabien (Foto: dpa)Bildunterschrift: GroBansicht des Bildes
mit der Bildunterschrift: Meerwasserentsalzungsanlage in Saudiarabien, fiir viele Ladnder
unerschwinglich

Vom Zusammenhang zwischen Umweltschutz und Sicherheit sprach auch Fiirst Albert II von
Monaco. Rund um das Mittelmeer hétten 30 Millionen Menschen keinen Zugang zu sauberem
Wasser. Bei so viel Ungleichheit stelle sich die Frage, wie man Frieden um Wasser schaffen konne,
ohne Frieden mit dem Wasser zu schlieen. Der Fiirst, frither vor allem als Playboy bekannt, setzt
sich inzwischen mit einer eigenen Umweltstiftung fiir den Schutz der Natur ein.

"Der politische Wille fehlt"

Der friihere russische Prasident Michail Gorbatschow war als Prasident des World Political Forum
gekommen, das sich eingehend mit den Folgen von Wasserknappheit befasst hat. Eindringlich
sprach er von Wasser als "der wichtigsten Ressource der Menschheit". Der Zugang zu Wasser
miisse "als eines der Menschenrechte betrachtet werden". Doch so wenig umstritten diese Sétze
scheinen, so wenig verwirklicht ist, weltweit gesehen, ein Recht auf Wasser fiir jeden Menschen.
Gorbatschow klagt, der politische Wille fehle. "Wenn es so weitergeht, wird es morgen zu spit
sein."

Privatisierung in der Kritik

Bewdsserung im Nil-Delta (Foto: dpa)Bildunterschrift: Groflansicht des Bildes mit der
Bildunterschrift: Landwirtschaft kontra Trinkwasser: Bewédsserung im Nil-Delta.

Doch wenn eigentlich gentigend sauberes Wasser vorhanden ist und es am politischen Willen

liegt: Was genau ist der Grund, dass so viele Menschen keinen Zugang zu ausreichendem und
sauberem Wasser haben? Manche Kritiker sehen in der Privatisierung der Wasserversorgung in
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zahlreichen Lindern das Haupthindernis. Der wallonisch-belgische Umweltminister Benoit
Lutgen verteidigte das Modell einer rein offentlichen Wasserversorgung. Nur dann kénne man
auch die drmsten Biirger ohne den Wettbewerbsdruck von Privatfirmen mit ausreichendem
Wasser versorgen.

Versorgung ganz ohne Privatfirmen, so weit geht nicht einmal Michail Gorbatschow, vor zwanzig
Jahren immerhin mal KP-Chef in der Sowjetunion. Doch die Zeiten - und die Ansichten - haben
sich eben gedndert.

Christoph Hasselbach

http:/ /www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4023787,00.html

Il Velino.it — Bruxelles, al via conferenza "Fare pace con l'acqua”

Il Velino presenta, in esclusiva per gli abbonati, le notizie via via che vengono inserite.

Roma, 9 feb (Velino) - L’acqua sara protagonista il 12 e 13 febbraio 2009 a Bruxelles, presso la sede
del Parlamento europeo, nella Conferenza “Fare la pace con l'acqua”, organizzata dal World

political forum (Wpf) col s...

I1 Cipsi, Coordinamento di iniziative popolari di solidarieta internazionale, partecipera ai lavori
delle due giornate con il presidente Guido Barbera e il responsabile dell’ufficio stampa Nicola P...

La Conferenza parte dalle proposte e dalle risoluzioni adottate dalla conferenza “From Global
Warming to Global Politics”. Quest'ultima, organizzata a Torino il 28 e 29 marzo 2008 dal World
politic...

(com/fbu) 9 feb 2009 18:34

http:/ /www.ilvelino.it/articolo.php?1d=764644

Traniweb.com - A Bruxelles la conferenza internazionale
sull’Acqua

Trani Informa
Comunicazione e informazione culturale, turistica e di servizio

A Bruxelles la conferenza internazionale sull’Acqua
Presente anche il presidente del Patto NBO, dott. Giuseppe Tarantini

martedi 3 febbraio 2009

Si terra a Bruxelles, presso il Parlamento europeo, i prossimi 12 e 13 febbraio 2009, la conferenza
internazionale "Peace with water", organizzata dal World Political Forum in collaborazione con i
gruppi parlamentari europei (tra i quali il PPE e il PSE) e I'Irpe (European Research Institute on
Water Policy). "Peace with water" segue gli obiettivi e lo spirito dell’Assemblea Mondiale degli
Eletti e dei cittadini per ’Acqua (Amece) che si & svolta per la prima volta al Parlamento europeo
lo nel marzo 2007. La conferenza vedra la partecipazione di deputati europei e nazionali e di
amministratori locali con 1'obiettivo di elaborare una proposta per un protocollo dell'acqua che
rappresentera un contributo alle trattative governative internazionali attualmente in definizione in
occasione dell'approvazione deli nuovo accordo di Kyoto del 2013.

Il WPF & una organizzazione internazionale di alto prestigio che vede tra i suoi aderenti uomini
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politici, come Giulio Andreotti, Francesco Cossiga, Helmut Kohl, Shimon Peres, economisti e
uomini dello spettacolo. Il suo presidente e il gia presidente russo Mikhail S. Gorbachev. Tra i
partecipanti alla conferenza, circa 600 da tutto Europa, ¢ stato invitato, con una lettera a firma dello
stesso Gorbachev, il Presidente del Patto Nord Barese Ofantino e Sindaco di Trani, dott. Giuseppe
Tarantini. Tarantini partecipera alla due giorni ricca di incontri e dibattiti che vedra diverse
personalita europee e nazionali attorno allo stesso tavolo per discutere e soprattutto proporre
soluzioni.

http:/ / www.traniweb.it/ trani/informa/8861.html

ANSA - Emergenza Acqua, Crisi Accende Miccia Guerra

(ANSA) - BRUXELLES - La carenza d'acqua e' destinata ad accentuarsi e avra' conseguenze sociali
devastanti, per le tensioni sociali che si moltiplicheranno fino a trasformarsi in guerre piu' aspre di
quelle combattute per il petrolio. A lanciare l'allarme da Bruxelles diverse personalita’ tra cui
Mikhail Gorbaciov e il principe Alberto di Monaco, che chiedono ai leader mondiali di inserire,
nelle misure anticrisi, anche una gestione piu' equa e responsabile delle risorse idriche. "L'accesso
all'acqua e' un diritto fondamentale dell'uomo e i leader che si accingono a ridefinire l'architettura
dell'economia mondiale devono tenerlo in considerazione", ha detto oggi l'ex leader Urss,
presidente del Forum politico mondiale, aprendo i lavori della conferenza Fare pace con l'acqua,
ospitata dal Parlamento europeo. Per Gorbaciov, l'approvvigionamento delle risorse idriche "e" un
problema politico che i leader mondiali non stanno affrontando nel modo giusto". Un problema,
spiega, "aggravato dai cambiamenti climatici". Il surriscaldamento del pianeta alterera' le
precipitazioni e portera' ad una riduzione di acqua potabile compresa tra il 20% e il 30%, secondo i
dati Onu citati dal presidente. A soffrirne sara' principalmente l'agricoltura (1'80% dell'acqua viene
impiegata per irrigare i campi) e il crollo delle coltivazioni portera’ ad un aumento dei prezzi. Ma
oltre alle perdite economiche, anche nelle economie piu' robuste, il pericolo piu' grande resta
l'instabilita’ sociale, soprattutto nelle aree dove la pressione demografica e' maggiore e dove
l'accesso alle risorse idriche e' sotto il controllo delle forze politiche. Come accadde qualche anno fa
con la tensione tra Libano e Israele per il controllo delle acque al confine: "Sharon disse
chiaramente ai libanesi che era disposto a fargli guerra se avessero accampato pretese sui laghi al
confine", ha raccontato Gorbaciov. Secondo un rapporto dell'Onu citato dal presidente, circa un
miliardo di persone nel mondo soffre per la mancanza di acqua e non solo nei Paesi in via di
sviluppo ma "anche nell'Europa dell'Est dove quella corrente e' inquinata". Inoltre, ha aggiunto
Gorbaciov, "1'80% delle malattie contagiose sono il risultato della scarsita' di risorse idriche". La
penuria e' determinata soprattutto dal fatto che "il consumo di acqua aumenta piu' in fretta della
crescita demografica", ha spiegato il capo della direzione generale Ambiente della Commissione
Ue, Karl Falkenberg, che si e' unito all'appello lanciato oggi da Bruxelles ai leader di tutto il
mondo: agire subito, non solo per combattere la crisi ma per evitare la guerra dell'acqua.(ANSA).
KXN

12/02/2009 18:16

http:/ /www.ansa.it/ ambiente /notizie / fdg /200902121816338542 / 200902121816338542.html

Green Report.it — Il World political forum vuole inserire l'acqua
tra gli accordi del post-Kyoto

FIRENZE. Il World political forum (Wpf) si pone come obbiettivo il 2013, quando saranno stipulati
gli accordi del dopo Kyoto e intende inserire nell’agenda dei negoziati tra gli stati che si terranno
tra il 2010 e il 2012 (dopo Copenhagen) la questione idrica, «considerato che oggi le priorita delle
agende politiche in materia di ambiente e di acqua gravitano prevalentemente intorno alle
strategie, utili ma insufficienti —sottolineano dal Wpf - di attenuazione e di adattamento al
cambiamento climatico, di cui 1"asse centrale ¢ I'energia».
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L’esigenza di “allargare” il campo delle priorita e sentita particolarmente dal presidente del Wpf, il
premio nobel per la pace Mikhail Gorbaciov che sara domani a Bruxelles per partecipare alla
conferenza “Fare la pace con 1’Acqua”, che si terra al Parlamento europeo. L’iniziativa &
organizzata dallo stesso World political forum con il sostegno dei gruppi politici
dell’europarlamento.

Durante la conferenza sara proposto un memorandum per un Protocollo mondiale sull’acqua che
«intende contribuire all’attuale processo politico internazionale volto a definire ed approvare un
accordo post-Kyoto nel 2013. «Il Memorandum - informano gli organizzatori - sara incentrato sulla
prevenzione dei conflitti, sulla promozione del diritto all’acqua per tutti e sulla salvaguardia del
patrimonio idrico mondiale per una gestione responsabile ed efficace del bene comune acqua,
nell’interesse delle generazioni future».

Oltre a Gorbaciov, al convegno parteciperanno anche il principe Alberto di Monaco, l’ex
presidente del Portogallo Mario Soares e 1’ex ministro dell’ambiente del Brasile Marina da Silva, il
fondatore del Cirque du soleil Guy Laliberte”.

http:/ /www.greenreport.it/ contenuti/leggi.php?id cont=17966

Virgilio Notizie - Crisi economia/ Gorbaciov: Serve nuovo modello
sviluppo mondiale, Ex leader Urss a Bruxelles lancia ‘l'emergenza
acqua’

postato 5 giorni fa da APCOM
ARTICOLI A TEMA

# Altri

Bruxelles, 12 feb. (Apcom-Nuova Europa) - La crisi internazionale ha rivelato "l'insostenibilita del
modello di sviluppo economico, che si riflette sull'acqua, un microcosmo della crisi globale". E'
quanto ha dichiarato oggi al Parlamento europeo di Bruxelles l'ultimo leader dell'Urss Mikhail
Gorbaciov, lanciando l'iniziativa 'Fare pace con l'acqua’ in veste di fondatore del World political
forum.

Gorbaciov ha citato uno studio dell'Agenzia per lo sviluppo dell'Onu (Undp) secondo cui 700
milioni di persone nel mondo non hanno un accesso adeguato all'acqua, ed un altro
dell'Organizzazione mondiale della sanita' (Oms) che afferma che 1'80% delle malattie infettive
sono provocate da acque infette. L'emergenza - ha sottolineato l'architetto della Perestrojka - non e'
limitata alle regioni pitt povere del mondo: in Europa dell'Est, ha riferito Gorbaciov, il 16% delle
famiglie non ha 'acqua potabile e "37 bambini muoiono ogni giorno" a causa di questo.

L'ex segretario del Pcus ha lanciato un appello per la ratifica della Convenzione Onu per lo
sfruttamento non marittimo dei canali d'acqua e per la tutela dell'accesso all'acqua come "diritto
umano fondamentale". Inoltre, si e' espresso contro la privatizzazione delle risorse idriche,
affermando che "l'acqua e' un bene pubblico”, anche se allo stesso tempo ha sottolineato che il
settore privato non deve essere tagliato fuori: "i risultati migliori - ha detto - si sono ottenuti in quei
Paesi dove le aziende e la societa’ civile hanno lavorato insieme".

Questi temi, ha insistito Gorbaciov, devono arrivare sul tavolo della riunione del G20 previsto a
Londra il 2 aprile. "Il mondo - ha concluso - ha bisogno di un nuovo modello di sviluppo".

http:/ /notizie.virgilio.it/ notizie / esteri/ 2009 /02 febbraio/12/crisi economia gorbaciov serve n
uovo modello sviluppo mondiale,17952013.html
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Euractiv - Europe ‘unaware’ of its water footprint
Published: Wednesday 18 February 2009

While Europe may take better care of its water resources than other continents, it in fact uses larger
quantities via imports of goods such as cotton, beans or wood, which often come from regions that
already suffer from water scarcity, argues a UN expert in an interview with EurActiv. The notion
of "virtual water" embedded in a commodity or a product, is an essential part of the 'water
footprint' theory but has not yet received much attention, argued Maude Barlow, a special adviser
on water issues to the president of the UN General Assembly.

However, she warned: "You are going to hear about this virtual water trade a lot more in the next
few years." A water footprint is the total amount of water a country needs to sustain its population
and industry. But while Europe tries to take good care of its own resources, it uses water from
other places via its agribusiness imports. "I think it is important to find out about each country's
footprint, how much of your water comes from outside the country and what was the energy
needed to bring that water here," she said.

Barlow called into question European consumers' way of life, with some wanting strawberries all
year round. Meanwhile, African lakes are dying, because the berries suck up water which is then
shipped out of the country, she said. Great Britain alone "imports two thirds of its water footprint.
And it imports it from Africa, Latin America and from places which don't have any water," she
noted.

As for biofuels, she noted that while there is a drive to grow biofuels to combat CO2 emissions,
"we don't stop and ask what biofuels might do to other parts of nature. They are water guzzlers.
Biofuels and corn ethanol use a huge amount of water".

Water and climate change

Barlow thinks that the chance of getting water high up the agenda of the UN climate change
negotiations in Copenhagen are "slim", as "Copenhagen is already so contentious and there are so
many issues". However, she thinks that water may well become part of the post-Copenhagen talks
once people become more water conscious.

"The water crisis is where climate change was five years ago. It is just starting to get into the media
and people's heads, and in five years it will be what people talk about," she said.

Barlow also argued that the water crisis must no longer be considered a result of climate change,
but rather as another side to the equation of what causes climate change. "You've got to get the
analysis right if you're going to get the answer right," she said.

Water as a human right

Regarding calls to establish access to water as a human right, Barlow said it is possible "to begin
the process toward the notion that no-one should be denied water because they can't pay for it".
She explained: "This clearly does not mean the right to fill one's swimming pool, but it is about the
right to life and to water for your daily needs, and about the right to local sustainable food
production."

However, this will not happen overnight and some countries have different reasons to oppose it,
she underlined. According to Barlow, in Canada and the United States, for example, serious water
crises are hitting indigenous reserves and neither government wants to face litigation over such a
right. At the same time, governments of poor countries fear that their populations will use it to sue
them, Barlow said.

Need for water pricing

While she supports water as a human right, Barlow said she also supports water pricing, on three
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conditions:

* That the water is public, delivered by government not-for profit agencies so that the money
collected goes back into protecting source water and infrastructure re-building, etc.;

* that one does not buy the water but pay for the service, so it is not about people owning water,
and;

* that 'bloc pricing' guarantees a certain amount of water for free or inexpensively for basic
needs, and then the price would go up at next levels of usage.

"There is a commercial role for water but it would always have to be done by permit and with the
ability for the governments to re-control the water" if the permits are not being used sustainably.

"I don't think we need private companies to run water services, water delivery and waste water,
because governments can do that perfectly well on a not-for-profit basis. So I'm opposed to
companies like Suez and Veolia running water services," because private companies should not be
making decisions about water allocation, Barlow said.

However, she does see a role for businesses in putting together and upgrading infrastructure and
hardware that is out of the governments' control. She said businesses can also help with the
expertise, consulting and innovation to help industry cut its water footprint or invent water
cleaning techniques.

http:/ /euractiv.com/en/environment/europe-unaware-water-footprint/ article-179532

Neues Deutschland — Wasserfrage weiterhin nicht gelost

Sozialistische Tageszeitung ® Donnerstag, 19. Februar 2009

Sprungmarken: Navigation, Schnellsuche.

Nord-Siid

17.02.2009

Wasserfrage weiterhin nicht gelost

Schwerpunkt fiir Kyoto-Nachfolgekonferenz

Von David Cronin, Briissel

Angesichts der Gefahr, dass sich schlechte Nachrichten tiber Wasser bald ebenso h&dufen wie
Horrormeldungen aus der Wirtschaft, hat eine internationale Konferenz in Briissel die Aufnahme
von Wassersicherheit in den Kyoto-Nachfolgevertrag gefordert. Ausgehandelt werden soll er Ende
des Jahres in Kopenhagen.

Uberschrieben war die Tagung im EU-Parlament vorige Woche »Peace with Water«. Organisiert
wurde sie vom World Political Forum (WPF) — eine Einrichtung unter dem Vorsitz des letzten
Prasidenten d...

http:/ /www.neues-deutschland.de / artikel / 143980.wasserfrage-weiterhin-nicht-geloest.html

Podcast Journal — Conférence « Peace with Water » a Bruxelles

ENVIRONNEMENT
12/02/2009
Conférence « Peace with Water » a Bruxelles

Le Prince Albert II de Monaco s’est rendu au Parlement Européen de Bruxelles pour participer a la
Conférence « Peace with Water ». Cette conférence a pour objectif d’aboutir & un mémorandum
fixant des objectifs communs et des moyens financiers dans le cadre d’un protocole mondial sur
'eau.

22



Ce texte prendra en compte des orientations universelles en faveur de l’acces, la sauvegarde et le
partage de l'eau pour assurer une répartition juste, efficace et responsable dans l'intérét des
différentes espéces vivantes et des futures générations. Concernant le réchauffement climatique,
I'eau tient trop souvent une place marginale dans le débat face aux énergies ou aux émissions de
gaz a effet de serre. Ce rendez-vous est aussi ’occasion de préparer la conférence de Copenhague
(décembre 2009) qui décidera de l'apres-Kyoto en apportant des éléments de réflexion sur le
dossier de I'eau.

Des la premiére session, en début de matinée, des personnalités internationales se sont succédées,
Mikhail Gorbachev, Mario Soares, Hans-Gert Poterring, Karl Falkenberg, Guido Sacconi et Luc van
den Brande pour évoquer les problématiques liées a ’eau. Le Prince Souverain de Monaco a pris la
parole en indiquant : "Les problemes liés a 1'eau irriguent toutes les organisations des sociétés
humaines dans tous leurs aspects qu’ils soient économiques, humanitaires, géopolitiques ou
sociaux." Il a rajouté : "Nous ne résoudrons pas les conflits liés a 'eau par des accords bilatéraux.
Nous avancerons en faisant de l'eau un outil au service de la concorde, un instrument du
développement des populations". Apres avoir pris comme exemple le bassin méditerranéen ou 30
millions de personnes n’ont pas accés a une eau salubre, il a souligné que "face a de telles
inégalités, comment espérons-nous faire la paix autour de 1’eau si nous ne faisons pas la paix avec
I'eau. Comment une paix pourrait-elle étre durable si elle devait prospérer sur la misere et
I'injustice ?" et de rappeler que "si I'eau est souvent un probleme dramatique, elle est aussi
toujours la solution."

http:/ /www.podcastjournal.net/ Conference-Peace-with-Water-a-Bruxelles a1318.html

Monaco-maprincipauté.com - Le prince Albert II intervient au
Parlement de Bruxelles

Actualité Monaco
samedi 14 février 2009

Le prince Albert II de Monaco est intervenu jeudi au parlement de Bruxelles lors de la conférence «
Peace with Water ». Cette conférence avait pour objectif d'établir un mémorandum fixant des
objectifs communs et des moyens financiers dans le cadre d'un protocole mondial sur I'eau.

Ce texte prendra en compte des orientations universelles en faveur de 1'acces, la sauvegarde et le
partage de l'eau pour assurer une répartition juste, efficace et responsable, « l'eau, selon les
organisateurs de cette conférence, tient trop souvent une place marginale dans le débat face aux
énergies ou aux émissions de gaz a effet de serre. »

Ce rendez-vous fut aussi 'occasion de préparer la conférence de Copenhague (décembre 2009) qui
décidera de l'apres-Kyoto en apportant des éléments de réflexion sur le dossier de 1'eau.

Des la premiere session, en début de matinée, des personnalités internationales se sont succédé,
Mikhail Gorbachev, Mario Soares, Hans-Gert Péterring, Karl Falkenberg, Guido Sacconi et Luc van
den Brande pour évoquer les problématiques liées a l'eau.

Le prince Souverain a pris la parole en indiquant : « Les problemes liés a I'eau irriguent toutes les
organisations des sociétés humaines dans tous leurs aspects qu'ils soient économiques,
humanitaires, géopolitiques ou sociaux. » Il a rajouté : « Nous ne résoudrons pas les conflits liés a
l'eau par des accords bilatéraux. Nous avancerons en faisant de I'eau un outil au service de la
concorde, un instrument du développement des populations. »

Apres avoir pris comme exemple le bassin méditerranéen, ol trente millions de personnes n'ont
pas acces a une eau salubre, Il a souligné que « face a de telles inégalités, comment espérons-nous
faire la paix autour de I'eau si nous ne faisons pas la paix avec I'eau. Comment une paix pourrait-
elle étre durable si elle devait prospérer sur la misere et l'injustice ? » et de rappeler que « si l'eau
est souvent un probleme dramatique, elle est aussi toujours la solution. »

Monaco-Matin
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http:/ / www.monaco.maprincipaute.com /actu/actudet --Le-prince-Albert-Il-intervient-au-
Parlement-de-Bruxelles- loc-825661 actu.Htm

MaximsNews Network: Memorandum adopted at the « Peace With
Water » Conference

18/02/2009 (MaximsNews Network)

UNITED NATIONS - / MaximsNews Network / 18 February 2009 -- Following a session opened
by Mikhail Gorbachev, Prince Albert II of Monaco, the President of the European Parliament Hans-
Gert Pottering and Benoit Lutgen on behalf of the Regional Ministers of the Environment of the
Belgian State; world politicians, policy makers and water experts went on to discuss the global
water issue at the "Peace with Water" Conference held at the European Parliament on 12 and 13
February 20009.

The debates were divided into 4 sessions —

Water as a human right

Water as a common good

Water as a global resource at risk
Water as a source of peace

Contributions were made throughout the two days by the movers and shakers in the world of
water, ranging from all the continents in the southern and northern hemisphere, towards the draft
of a Memorandum for a World Water Protocol.

The aim being to establish a new political global water paradigm in which water is integrated into
the climate change debate, which has been avoided so far, and as a way of resolving the stress on
water resources caused demographic explosions and trans-boundary conflicts.

Emphasis was placed on the fact that political stability is necessary for a proper management of
water resources and that the right to water for all should not be discussed purely in ethical terms
but on theoretical and scientific bases as well.

The rapporteurs of the sessions have agreed that comments towards the draft of the Memorandum
will be sent in writing to the drafting committee, who will then integrate the observations into the
final copy of the Memorandum to be brought to the attention of the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change, Copenhagen 2009 and as suggested by the panel, to other political reunions
such as the G8 and G20 gatherings.

The closing session presided over by Giuletto Chiesa MEP, was concluded with presentations on
action paths for water by Guy Laliberté - founder of Cirque du Soleil and President of the One
Drop Foundation, Paul Magnette, Federal Minister of Climate and Energy of Belgium and Ricardo
Petrella (IERPE) who insisted that 2009 is fundamental as a year for change in water policy and
management.

The World Political Forum will be collecting the various inputs to publish a book summarizing the
aims and results of the conference.

http:/ / www.maximsnews.com / news20090218peacewithwater10902180801.htm
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ANSA - ONU: World Political Forum entra nell’ecosoc

13 February 2009, 20:04
ANSA-Regional Service
Italian

(c) 2009 ANSA.

(ANSA) - ALESSANDRIA, 13 FEB - Il World Political Forum, I'organismo internazionale con sede
nel complesso monumentale Santa Croce di Bosco Marengo (Alessandria) & entrato nell'Ecosoc,
uno dei sei organi principali dell'Onu, con funzioni consultive e di studio su questioni economiche,
sociali e di protezione dei diritti dell'uomo.

Nei giorni scorsi la Commissione di valutazione delle Nazioni Unite ha accordato lo stato
consultivo all'associazione presieduta da Mikhail Gorbaciov.

L'attivita dell'Ecosoc, inizialmente rivolta ad aiutare nazioni europee e asiatiche reduci dalla
seconda guerra mondiale, € oggi indirizzata verso i paesi in via di sviluppo. Il riconoscimento
consentira ai rappresentanti del World Political Forum di assistere ed intervenire, nonché
presentare dichiarazioni e documenti scritti, alle riunioni dell'Ecosoc su questioni di particolare
interesse ed attualita. Il Wpf potra inoltre partecipare a convegni internazionali organizzati
dall'Onu e pit1 in generale sara inserito nella rete di informazione e di relazioni delle Nazioni
Unite.

La notizia e stata annunciata durante la conferenza internazionale '"Peace and water'", primo
impegno del calendario 20'09 del Wpf, iniziata eri e che prosegue oggi nella sede del Parlamento
Europeo a Bruxelles. In discussione le risorse di acqua con particolare riferimento alle politiche e
strategie delle Nazioni Unite in merito ai cambiamenti climatici. (ANSA).

ATS - Ambiente: emergenza acqua, crisi accende miccia guerra

12 February 2009

19:26

ATS - Agenzia Telegrafica Svizzera
Italian

© SDA/ATS Home page address: http:/ /www.sda.ats.ch

BRUXELLES, 12 feb (ats/ansa) La carenza d'acqua & destinata ad accentuarsi e avra conseguenze
sociali devastanti, per le tensioni sociali che si moltiplicheranno fino a trasformarsi in guerre pitt
aspre di quelle combattute per il petrolio. A lanciare I'allarme da Bruxelles diverse personalita tra
cui Mikhail Gorbaciov e il principe Alberto di Monaco, che chiedono ai leader mondiali di inserire,
nelle misure anticrisi, anche una gestione pili equa e responsabile delle risorse idriche.

"L'accesso all'acqua & un diritto fondamentale dell'uomo e i leader che si accingono a ridefinire
l'architettura dell'economia mondiale devono tenerlo in considerazione", ha detto oggi l'ex leader
Urss, presidente del Forum politico mondiale, aprendo i lavori della conferenza Fare pace con
I'acqua, ospitata dal Parlamento europeo.

Per Gorbaciov, I'approvvigionamento delle risorse idriche "é un problema politico che i leader
mondiali non stanno affrontando nel modo giusto". Un problema, spiega, "aggravato dai
cambiamenti climatici". Il surriscaldamento del pianeta alterera le precipitazioni e portera ad una
riduzione di acqua potabile compresa tra il 20% e il 30%, secondo i dati Onu citati dal presidente.
A soffrirne sara principalmente l'agricoltura (1'80% dell'acqua viene impiegata per irrigare i campi)
e il crollo delle coltivazioni portera ad un aumento dei prezzi.

Ma oltre alle perdite economiche, anche nelle economie pit1 robuste, il pericolo piu grande resta
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l'instabilita sociale, soprattutto nelle aree dove la pressione demografica € maggiore e dove
l'accesso alle risorse idriche & sotto il controllo delle forze politiche. Come accadde qualche anno fa
con la tensione tra Libano e Israele per il controllo delle acque al confine: "Sharon disse
chiaramente ai libanesi che era disposto a fargli guerra se avessero accampato pretese sui laghi al
confine", ha raccontato Gorbaciov.

Secondo un rapporto dell'Onu citato dal presidente, circa un miliardo di persone nel mondo soffre
per la mancanza di acqua e non solo nei Paesi in via di sviluppo ma "anche nell'Europa dell'Est
dove quella corrente & inquinata". Inoltre, ha aggiunto Gorbaciov, "I'80% delle malattie contagiose
sono il risultato della scarsita di risorse idriche".

La penuria & determinata soprattutto dal fatto che "il consumo di acqua aumenta piti in fretta della
crescita demografica", ha spiegato il capo della direzione generale Ambiente della Commissione
Ue, Karl Falkenberg, che si € unito all'appello lanciato oggi da Bruxelles ai leader di tutto il mondo:
agire subito, non solo per combattere la crisi ma per evitare la guerra dell'acqua.

Agencia Diarios y Noticias: Rector de la UNR presento proyecto
para involucrar a las universidades en la problematica del agua

107 words

14 February 2009

Agencia Diarios v Noticias

Spanish

(c)2009, DYN Diarios y Noticias S.A. Todos los derechos reservados.

BUENOS AIRES, feb 14 (DyN) - El rector de la Universidad Nacional de Rosario (UNR), Dario
Maiorana, present$ una iniciativa para que las universidades en el mundo se involucren en la
solucién de la crisis de los recursos acuiferos, centrada en la educacion, la investigacién y la accién
conjunta con la sociedad civil.

Maiorana hizo la propuesta en la conferencia internacional sobre el agua "Peace with Water",
organizada por el World Political Forum, bajo la presidencia del ruso Mijail Gorbachov, en la sede
del Parlamento Europeo, en Bruselas, informaron hoy fuentes académicas.

AFP - Agenda europea del jueves 12 de febrero

12 February 2009

06:00

Agence France Presse

Spanish
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UNION EUROPEA /BELGICA
BRUSELAS - "Hacer la paz con el agua": conferencia organizada por el World Political Forum, con
Mijail Gorbachov, el principe Alberto II de Ménaco y otras personalidades (y el viernes).

Le Jeudi

L’hebdomadaire luxembourgeois, « Le Jeudi », publiera un article le 26 février prochain sur le
sujet.
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e-gazzette.it- Acqua/2 - A Bruxelles firmato il memorandum per
Il protocollo mondiale sull’acqua

Bruxelles, 23 febbraio — Si & conclusa con I’elaborazione di un memorandum per un protocollo
mondiale sull’acqua la conferenza “Fare la pace con I’acqua” che si é svolta a Bruxelles.
All’appuntamento, promosso dal World political forum (Wpf) con il sostegno dei gruppi politici del
Parlamento europeo e su proposta dello lerpe, I’Istituto europeo di ricerca sulla politica dell’acqua,
hanno partecipato esponenti politici, rappresentanti di istituzioni ed esperti di tematiche legate
all’acqua.

Il memorandum é centrato sulla prevenzione dei conflitti legati all’acqua, sulla promozione del
diritto all’acqua per tutti e sulla salvaguardia del patrimonio idrico mondiale, per una gestione
responsabile ed efficace del bene-comune-acqua nell’interesse di tutte le specie viventi e delle
generazioni future.

Tra i relatori c’erano anche Michael Gorbaciov, presidente del Wpf, padre Alex Zanotelli e
Riccardo Petrella, presidente dello lerpe. Quest’ultimo ha sottolineato come il 2009 sara un anno
fondamentale “per i cambiamenti nelle politiche e nella gestione dell’acqua”. Infine, il presidente
del Cipsi, il Coordinamento di iniziative popolari di solidarieta internazionale, Guido Barbera ha
lanciato un appello per una responsabilita sociale e politica capace di garantire I’accesso all’acqua
non solo alle persone, “ma a tutti gli esseri viventi”. “La nostra vita € legata a un ambiente vivo e
sostenibile - ha detto il numero uno del Cipsi. - Per questo e ora di agire e di superare gli interessi
economici di pochi per dare spazio alla vita di tutti”.

Regione Piemonte.it-Conferenza «Peace with water»: una
gestione responsabile a servizio dell'umanita*

L'acqua € un bene comune, una risorsa naturale distribuita in maniera non uniforme. Anche se due
terzi della superficie terrestre sono coperti d'acqua, solo una minima parte di essa, pari a circa il
2,5%, rientra nella categoria di "acque fresche™ (la restante parte, circa il 97,5%, €, infatti, salata).
Assistiamo oggi alla diminuzione della disponibilita di questa risorsa, in misura tale che la crisi
dell'acqua ha assunto dimensioni mondiali ed e per questo entrata tra gli argomenti prioritari delle
agende politiche. Leggi tutto

Il Forum Politico Mondiale ha organizzato a Bruxelles, il 12 ed il 13 febbraio scorsi, un'importante
conferenza internazionale intitolata "Peace with water", letteralmente "fare pace con l'acqua”.
L'obbiettivo principale é stato quello di creare un‘occasione di dibattito per redigere un
memorandum "Per un Protocollo Mondiale sulle Acque” da inserirsi tra i documenti all'ordine del
giorno delle negoziazioni internazionali, previste per il biennio 2010 — 2012, con lo scopo di
giungere alla firma di un nuovo accordo internazionale che sostituisca quello di Kyoto, attualmente
in vigore.

La struttura della Conferenza, studiata per permettere un dibattito aperto alle diverse tematiche
collegate all'argomento "acqua”, ha previsto per la mattina del 12 Febbraio una sessione plenaria —
che ha coinvolto, quindi, la totalita dei partecipanti — intitolata "L'acqua: un problema globale".
Sono intervenuti personaggi di altissimo livello politico tra cui Mikhail Gorbachev (Presidente del
Forum Politico Mondiale), Hans-Gert Pottering (Presidente del Parlamento Europeo), il Principe



Alberto 11 di Monaco (in qualita di Presidente della Fondazione a lui stesso nominata), Danielle
Mitterrand (Presidente dell'Associazione francese Liberta) e Maude Barlow (consulente speciale del
Presidente delle Nazioni Unite per la tematica delle acque).

I lavori sono proseguiti con quattro sessioni parallele:

A. Acqua come diritto umano;
B. Acqua come bene comune;
C. Acqua risorsa globale a rischio: sviluppo e cambiamento climatico;
D. Acqua come fonte di pace.



Audio Visual Presence on the days for the conference

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

RTL TVI (Belgium)

Coverage on Place Royale (RTL)
TV BFM (France)

ZDF (Germany)

ARTE (Germany)

Radio France (France)

RTCN2 (Real-Time Computing Network)
CNBC (US)

Monaco TV (Monaco)

Radio "Europe and You"

Mostra - EUROPARL TV

Europe By Satellite - filmed opening and closing sessions on both days of the conference
and then distribute it to other TV channels (main ones)

Together Magazine (online)

Twestival (Online Blog)

Slalam TV (Maghreb Arab Presse)
Kreativa (documentary on conference)

Documentary - NGO - WereldmediAtheek
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18. Radio broadcasting

1.

2.

La Premiere, Belgique, samedi 14 février. Emission en direct sur les résultats de la
conférence “Faire la Paix avec 'Eau”
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