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AGENDA 
 
Friday,  28 March 2008 
 
                                                 Obstacles, Issues, New Global Architecture 
 
9:00 – 10.00 am   OPENING - Welcome Greetings          

Andrea Comba, President CRT Foundation, Prof. of International  Law at 
the University of Turin 
Mercedes Bresso, President of the Piedmont Region, Co-President of 
the WPF    

          
                   Opening Speech

      Mikhail Gorbachev, President of The World Political Forum 

      Keynote Statement: Defining the Challenges  
                                      Ashok Khosla, Co-President of the Club of Rome 

 
10:00 - 12:45 am    I SESSION - Plenary

                    Lessons for a Global World  
Chairman: Giulietto Chiesa, Member Temporary Commission on 
Climate Change, European Parliament, member Executive Committee,  
WPF, Italy 

         Identifying the Obstacles 
 

Mohan Munasinghe, Vice Chair, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), Sri Lanka;  
Corrado Clini, General Director Ministry for Environment, Italy;  
Ruuds Lubbers, former Prime Minister of the Netherlands, member  
Earth Charter Initiative, The Netherlands;  
C.S. Kiang, Dean of Environmental Science College, Peking University, 
China  

 
12:30 p.m.             Press Conference  

               
 
2:30 - 4:00 pm       II SESSION – Plenary 

Chairman: Anders Wijkman, Member Temporary Committee on 
Climate Change, European Parliament, Vice President Club of Rome, 
Sweden 
Overcoming the Obstacles to Effective Action 

                                                  



4:30 - 6:00 pm       III SESSION – Working Groups       
     Specific Steps to Mobilise Action                  

• Attacking Poverty  
Chairwoman: Mona Makram-Ebeid, Professor of Political Science, 
American University in Cairo, former MP, Member Executive 
Committee, Club of Rome, Egypt 
• Material Consumption 
Chairman: Jean-Francois Trémeaud, former Executive Director 
International Labour Organization, member Scientific Committee WPF, 
France 

 
Saturday,  29 March 2008 
 
9:00 - 10:30 am    IV SESSION – Working Groups 
                        Specific Steps to Mobilise Action (continuation) 

• Water 
Chairman: Riccardo Petrella, expert of water issues, Prof. Emeritus 
of Globalisation, Catholic University of Louvain; member Scientific 
Committee, The WPF, Italy 
• Ecosystem  
Chairman: Martin Lees, Secretary General, Club of Rome, Austria 

 
11:00 - 12:45 pm  V SESSION – Working Groups 
                        How? 

• Decision Makers 
Chairman: Eberhard von Koerber, Co-President Club of Rome, 
Switzerland   
• Civil Society 
Chairman: Roberto Savio, Chair World Social Forum's Commission 
for Communication, Chairman Inter Press Service, Deputy Chairman  
Scientific Committee WPF, Italy 

 
2:30 - 5:30 pm     VI SESSION - Plenary 
                                What Next? 

Chairman: Ashok Khosla, Co-President, Club of Rome, India 
Corinne Lepage, former Minister for Environment, Lawyer and 
Professor, France; 
Federico Mayor, former Director General of UNESCO, Spain; 
Fabrizio Palenzona, Vice-President Unicredit Bank, Italy. 
Reports from the 6 Working Groups 
Conclusions and Followup 

 
5:30 pm                                      Closing 

Chairman: Andrei Grachev, Chairman Scientific Committee WPF, 
Russia 
 
Closing Speech 
Mikhail Gorbachev, President of The World Political Forum 



 
 
COMPLETE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

Edward Ayensu, Chairman of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and former 
Chairman of the World Bank's Inspection Panel, Ghana 
Mercedes Bresso, President of the Piedmont Region, Co-President of the WPF, Italy 
Tiziano Butturini, President TASM society (water treatment), Italy  
Giancarlo Chevallard, Ambassador and expert of European Affairs, Italy 
Giulietto Chiesa, Member Temporary Committee on Climate Change of the European Parliament, 
member of The WPF’s Executive Committee, Italy 
Corrado Clini, General Director Ministry for Environment, Italy  
Andrea Comba, President CRT Foundation, Prof. of International Law at the University of Turin, Italy 
Jean-Michel Cousteau, President of Ocean Futures Society, USA 
Ricardo Diez-Hochleitner, former President of the Club of Rome, Spain  
Lena Ek, Member of the European Parliament, Member and Coordinator for the ITRE Committee and 
the Climate Change Committee, Sweden  
Massimo Gatti, President CAP Gestione, Italy   
Mikhail Gorbachev, President of The World Political Forum, Russia 
Andrei Grachev, Chairman of The WPF’s Scientific Committee, Russia 
Orhan Güvenen, Professor of Strategic Decision Systems and Econometrics, Bilkent University 
(Ankara) and former Chair of the Council of Europe Development Bank, Turkey  
Rebecca Harms, Vice-Chairwoman of the Temporary Committee on Climate Change of the European 
Parliament, Germany  
Xiaojun Heng, Professor, Vice President of China Foreign Affairs University, China 
Niclas Ihren, CEO Globe Forum Business Network, Sweden 
Sergei Kapitsa, Vice rector of the Russian New University, Russia  
Ashok Khosla, Co-President of the Club of Rome, India 
Chai Szu Kiang, Founding Dean of College of Environment at Peking University, Chairman of Peking 
University Environment Fund, Shanghai 
Bo Kjellén, Former Chief Negotiator For Environment and Senior Research Fellow at the Stockholm 
Environment Institute, Sweden 
Eija-Riitta Korhola, Member Temporary Committee on Climate Change of the European Parliament, 
Finland 
R Martin Lees, Secretary General of the Club of Rome, Austria   
Corinne Lepage, former Minister for Environment, Lawyer and Professor, France 
Alexander Likhotal, President of Green Cross International, member of the Earth Charter Steering 
Committee, Russia 
Ruuds Lubbers, former Prime Minister of The Netherlands, member of the Earth Charter Initiative, The 
Netherlands 
Mona Makram-Ebeid, Professor of Political Science at the American University in Cairo, former MP, 
Egypt 
Carla Marchese, Director of the POLIS Department, University of Eastern Piedmont, Italy 
Federico Mayor, former Director General of UNESCO, Spain 
Mohan Munasinghe, Vice Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and 
Chairman of the Munasinghe Institute for Development (MIND), Sri Lanka 
Yves Paccalet, President of French Green Cross, philosopher and writer, author of L'Humanité 
disparaîtra, bon débarras! and Sortie de secours, former writer of the Cousteau team, France 
Fabrizio Palenzona, Vice-President Unicredit, Italy 
Gunter Pauli, social and ecological entrepreneur and founder of the ZERI Foundation, Belgium 
Roberto Peccei, Vice Chancellor for Research at the UCLA, Italy 
Riccardo Petrella, expert of water issues, Prof. Emeritus of Globalisation at the Catholic University of 
Louvain and member of The WPF’s Scientific Committee, Italy 



Rolando Picchioni, Executive Director of The World Political Forum, Italy 
Vittorio Prodi, Vice-Chairman Temporary Committee on Climate Change of the European Parliament, 
Italy  
Roberto Savio, Chair World Social Forum's Commission for Communication, Chairman of Inter Press 
Service, Deputy Chairman of the WPF’s Scientific Committee, Italy 
Luigi Sertorio, Professor of Ecophysics at Turin University, Italy 
Valery Tishkov, Professor of History and Anthropology and Director of the Institute of Ethnology and 
Anthropology at the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia 
Jean-Francois Trémeaud, former Executive Director International Labour Organization, member 
Scientific Committee WPF, France 
Mary Evelyn Tucker, Institution for Social and Policy Studies, Yale University, USA 
Wouter van Dieren, President of IMSA Amsterdam, consultancy firm and think tank in the area of 
sustainability and innovation, The Netherlands 
Jean-Pascal van Ypersele, Professor of Climatology at the Université catholique de Louvain-la-Neuve, 
Vice-Chair of IPCC Working Group II (Impacts & adaptation), Chair of the Energy & Climate Working 
Group of the Belgian Federal Council for Sustainable Development, Belgium 
Antje Vollmer, former Vice-President of the Bundestag, Germany 
Eberhard von Koerber, Co-President of the Club of Rome, Switzerland 
Anders Wijkman, Member of the Temporary Committee on Climate Change of the European 
Parliament, Vice President of the Club of Rome, Sweden 
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